    

  Summary of 26 April 2014 Hawaii AAPT meeting at Kamehameha

Attendees:
 Jeanine Nakakura  OCISS
 Peter Grach       Kamehameha
 Eugene Guillian   Maryknoll
 Eric Ddoson       Chaminade
 Paul Sherard      Honolulu CC
 Shidong Kan       Honolulu CC
 Michael Jones     UH Manoa
 Michael Nassir    UH Manoa

 Peter and Eric left shortly after the meeting started at 0925.
 Paul chaired the meeting as the 2014-5 President.

national AAPT meetings
 M. Nassir plans to attend the July meeting in Minneapolis
 E. Guillian said Dan Hickel (St. Louis HS) also plans to attend

 M. Nassir plans to attend the 3-6 Jan. meeting in San Diego
 J. Nakakura, P. Sherard, and S. Kan are also interested

Elections
 P. Sherard becomes Pres.
 J. Nakakura agreed to be VP
 M. Nassir offered to continue as Section Rep.
 It was hoped that Liz King would continue as Sec. and Mike Weber
 as Treas.

Fall meeting
 The tentative date is 6 Sept.  Volunteers for the site are welcome.
 UH West Oahu was mentioned as a possibility.  If no volunteers
 make offers, the meeting will be at Honolulu CC.  Some related
 Fall dates follow:
   ? dates preceded by ? are from last year
28 July  1st day for public school teachers
13 Sept.  HaSTA conference at Iolani (hasta.wildapricot.org)
?21 Sept.  Hawaii AAPT meeting at Chaminade
?22 Sept.  UH Manoa Engineering Day (www.eng.hawaii.edu/events)
6-10 Oct. Fall recess for public schools
?26 Oct.  Lacy Veach Day at Punahou (focus on astronomy & space)
         (www.spacegrant.hawaii.edu)
?29 Oct.  UH Manoa Engineering Expo (www.eng.hawaii.edu/events)
? 2 Nov.  Discovery Fair at LCC (www.leeward.hawaii.edu/LeewardDiscoveryFair)
?23 Nov.  UH Manoa Physics & Astro. Open House (www.phys.hawaii.edu)

Science Fair AAPT/Hewitt award
 This was established in 2003 and has gone to the teacher of the
 student with the best senior research Physics/Astronomy project.
 This year's awardee is Keith Huntington, who recently retired
 from Kaiser HS.  He could not be contacted before the meeting.
 It was noted that some students (e.g. home-schooled) do not
 list a teacher in the Science Fair booklet and that sometimes
 the mentor makes a larger contribution than the teacher.  For
 the future, two conflicting options were proposed.
 1) give the award to the mentor if no teacher is listed otherwise
   give the entire award to the teacher
 2) divide the award equally among the teacher and mentors

Physics Olympics
 There were only 15 teams this year compared to 25-30 in previous
 years.  For this reason and because M. Jones will retire within
 the next year, a new coordinator is needed.  This precipitated a
 wide-ranging discussion about what to do.  It was noted that
 HS teachers and students are very busy -- especially in spring --
 with events such as the Science Olympiad and robotics.  One
 possibility is to offer the event to middle school students.
 A different option is the do the event in late October with
 HS students.  It was also suggested to announce most of the
 events in advance so that teachers could cover the relevant
 physics principles.  Feedback from HS teachers and event
 organizers is needed.

Treasurer's report/annual dues
 M. Weber provided a plot of AAPT funds versus time since 1998.
 The current amount is about $1000.  For people who did not pay
 at this meeting, the Hawaii AAPT annual dues of $15 can be
 paid at the next meeting or by mailing a check made out to
 "AAPT Hawaii Section" to
 Michael Weber
 Brigham Young Univ. Hawaii
 55-220 Kulanui St.
 Laie, HI 96762

Announcements (sent out to email list in past week)
 documentary Particle Fever starts 2 May at Kahala Theaters
 lecture by Alex Filippenko on 10 May at Kennedy Theater

Physics & Astronomy Open House
 If the Physics Olympics were moved to late October, should the
 Open House continue in mid-November?  Combining these events
 didn't seem practical because it would take too long and
 sometimes the Olympics are at KCC.  Some suggestions for
 improving the open house included:

  giving short presentation with simulations/graphics before
   showing lab apparatus

  give personal experiences related to the research (e.g. working
   in Antarctica)

  have it on a weekday so that teachers could treat it as a
   standard field trip

Some feedback is needed -- especially on the last suggestion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting adjourned after selection of door prizes about 10:55A.
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